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3 OVERVIEW

Displacement Solutions is a unique organisation. Through its dynamic leadership, flexibility 
and innovative approaches to human rights work, DS adds a new and original flavour to the 
displacement field, and through its efforts, we believe displaced people everywhere will stand  
increasingly improved chances that their HLP rights will be met in full.

– �Matthias von Hein Chairperson, Displacement Solutions

DS implemented a wide range of activities in 2015 on the question of repairing and resolving climate 
displacement at both a thematic level, as well as in a variety of countries including Bangladesh, Colombia, 
Fiji, Panama, Solomon Islands and Australia. In addition, DS produced fifteen major publications during 
the year, undertook large-scale international climate displacement advocacy efforts in support of the 
rights of climate displaced persons, worked with various components of the mass media to achieve 
growing coverage of the issue of climate displacement and DS efforts to address it, continued work in 
several leading law schools providing post-graduate courses on climate displacement, and was also 
awarded the Certificate of Merit award from the prestigious international Sasakawa Awards Jury for 
its innovative work on addressing climate displacement. During 2015, twenty-one people worked in 
varying capacities with DS in support of the organisation’s aims and objectives. DS continues to be 
overseen by its Board of Directors and directed by DS Director and Founder, Scott Leckie.

DS has assembled a skilled and diverse team of experts to implement its goals from countries including  
Colombia, the Netherlands, Australia, New Zealand, Tunisia, the US and many others. In order to expand 
DS work into the future, DS prepared detailed project proposals outlining future work plans, including 
the cornerstone of its workplan, the Climate Displacement Land Initiative (CDLI) which will run from 
2016-2020, and require a total budget of CHF 9’120’000. The CDLI will focus efforts on five countries: 
Bangladesh, Colombia, Fiji, Panama and Solomon Islands, and will aim to secure new land resources 
for at least 10,000 climate-affected people in each country by 2020.

In late December 2016, DS will celebrate its 10th anniversary. Since our founding on 28 December 
2006, DS has worked in more than 35 countries to assist in finding rights based solutions to  
displacement. We have had the honour of working with an extraordinary array of legal experts and 
problem-solvers, as well as community leaders, grassroots groups and NGOs across the globe, all 
working together to find viable ways of preventing and repairing all forms of displacement. Our work was 
initially focused on voluntary return and housing, land and property restitution for IDPs and refugees, but 
has since expanded to a primary focus on climate displacement. We remain one of too few international 
NGOs focusing on repairing climate displacement through approaches that are rights-based, led by 
the communities affected and carried out in a wholly bottom-up approach. One of our main added 
values is the manner by which DS can be relied upon by affected communities to strengthen their hand 
in negotiations with their own governments to achieve better and more sustainable solutions for the  
ever-growing number of people forced to leave their homes and lands because of climate change.  
It is our fervent hope and intention to continue and expand this work in the years to come. 



4 We owe special thanks to all of the housing, land and property rights experts who have worked with us 
since 2006, to our Board of Directors and Advisory Board, and, of course, to our donors who have been 
so generous in supporting our work. Thank you again for taking the time to read our activity report.  
We look forward to hearing from you!

 
Please join us in our quest!

Scott Leckie 
scott@displacementsolutions.org 
DS Founder and Director 
8 February 2016

DISPLACEMENT SOLUTIONS  
AND YPSA DISCUSSION WITH 

CLIMATE DISPLACED COMMUNITY 
LEADERS IN A VERY CHILLY 

BANGLADESH
Image: Kadir van Lohuizen / NOOR 

Location: Khulna, Bangladesh



5 DS MISSION STATEMENT 
Displacement Solutions was established to fill an institutional gap in resolving displacement crises 
throughout the world. While many organisations advocate on behalf of the rights of refugees and 
internally displaced persons. Displacement Solutions focuses comprehensively on the question of 
displacement through the particular lens of housing, land and property rights. 

Our aim is to help governments, intergovernmental bodies and displaced people themselves to prevent 
or repair displacement through a focus on strengthening housing, land and property rights, given that 
violations for these rights are so often the root cause of displacement. Displacement Solutions attempts 
in each case to provide fresh, innovative and practical perspectives that can result in actually resolving 
– person-by-person and community-by-community – outstanding cases of displacement. 

We work with people who have been displaced by conflict, forced eviction or other human rights abuses, 
natural disasters, climate change and other circumstances beyond their control. 

In 2016, our primary goal will be to empower people displaced by the effects of climate change to 
access new homes and lands when their current homes and lands are no longer viable. We will assist 
climate-affected communities in Bangladesh, Colombia, Fiji, Panama and Solomon Islands to identify 
land solutions and new land sites, consistent with the terms of human rights law and the Peninsula 
Principles on Climate Displacement within States. 

WILLY KUMULI  
STANDING IN FRONT  

OF HIS DAMAGED HOME
 Image: Ben Knight 

Location: Luaniua, Ontong Java Atoll,  
Solomon Islands



6 DS METHODOLOGY 
Displacement Solution’s methodology has two key elements, one essentially reactive to requests for 
expertise and assistance, and the other pro-active. They are:

•	 The Global Housing Land and Property Rights (HLP) Expert Registry; and 

•	 The Climate Displacement Land Initiative (CDLI)

The Global HLP Rights Expert Registry enables the organisation to deploy at short notice more than 
125 of the world’s leading HLP rights experts to displacement crises, particularly conflict, post-conflict, 
post-disaster and settings where climate change is already causing displacement, to help find viable 
and creative HLP solutions to displacement. Our HLP rights teams work on climate change challenges,  
peace and post-disaster operations to provide the expertise required to ensure that housing, land and 
property rights issues are properly addressed. The teams drawn from the Registry are carefully tailored 
to fit the particular displacement and HLP problems in the affected country. As we are able to compose 
these teams at very short notice, this considerably improves the response of national governments and 
the international community to these crises, and speeds up the process of identifying long-term solutions. 

The Climate Displacement Land Initiative (2016-2020) has been formulated on the basis of the field 
work carried out by DS over the past eight years in some of the first communities in the world that 
are experiencing climate displacement. Based on the feasibility studies and consultations with local 
stakeholders conducted in 2015 and previous years, DS will carry out wholly unique work in five focus 
countries – Bangladesh, Colombia, Fiji, Panama and Solomon Islands – designed to diagnose the 
likely scale and locations of climate displacement within these countries, identifying land sites that 
would be suitable for planned relocation, and the development with our local partners of national 
climate relocation plans designed to resolve climate displacement by securing new residential options 
for people that will enable them to stay within their own country. 

The Climate Displacement  
Land Initiative

Practical Solutions to Displacement and 
Growing Global Respect for HLP Rights

The Global HLP Rights  
Expert Registry



7 DS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Board of Directors meets twice annually to review the progress of Displacement Solutions, carry 
out in-depth due diligence and to review upcoming plans of action. The DS Board is currently comprised 
of Matthias von Hein (Chairperson), Robert Zoells (Secretary) and Simon Studer (Treasurer).

DS FIELD WORK IN 2015
DS has chosen to work in countries which are among the first in the world to experience displacement 
caused by climate change and where the affected communities are making efforts to ensure that 
relocation of their community takes place in a planned and organised manner. Expert missions 
conducted by DS to assist these communities and their governments in this process have sought to 
apply the international standards set out in the Peninsula Principles on Climate Displacement within 
States, an international human rights instrument in which DS played a key initiating role. In this respect, 
DS is conscious of the fact that international statements of human rights principles can only ever be 
effective if they are actually used in real life situations, and in this respect DS field missions aim to 
operationalise the Principles. 

BANGLADESH

For the fifth year running, DS carried out extensive advocacy in Bangladesh to seek solutions for 
the large numbers of people in the country facing displacement due to climate change. Recent 
estimates cited by the government of Bangladesh suggest that, by 2050, one in every seven 
people in Bangladesh will be displaced by climate change. In Bangladesh, the Internal Displacement  
Monitoring Centre estimates that 4.7 million people were displaced due to disaster between 2008  
and 2014. By 2080, it is likely that 13 percent of Bangladesh’s coast will have been swallowed by rising  
sea levels. 

Given the scale of the problem, DS has actively promoted the implementation of the Peninsula  
Principles in government policy and planning processes. The Principles were recently posted on the 
government of Bangladesh’s climate change website, indicating official recognition of their importance. 
DS and its local partner YPSA, through their Bangladesh Housing Land and Property Initiative, have 
been engaged in a range of activities in the country to promote the Peninsula Principles which have 
been officially provided to the entire political leadership of the country, we well as being widely discussed 
on national television, radio and printed media in Bangladesh. 



8 As a result, the Peninsula Principles have been instrumental in defining the scope and direction of 
Bangladesh’s National Strategy for Disaster and Climate Induced Internal Displacement. Their 
importance to high-level policies such as these demonstrates their growing global influence and 
relevance. The potentially positive impact the Peninsula Principles can have on millions of lives is 
only growing as those displaced by climate change face multiple human rights challenges. DS also 
published, together with its local partner YPSA, a Guidance Note on the Distribution of Public Land 
(khas land) which is intended as a practical tool to assist local authorities implement the Peninsula 
Principles by providing climate displaced people with land where they can safely relocate.

PANAMA

Panama is another country where DS carried out activities in 2015 where communities are already 
being displaced by climate change. Some 30,000 indigenous Gunayala are in the process of relocating 
from their island homes in the Caribbean to mainland Panama due to rising sea levels which are 
threatening their homes and livelihoods. Following field work conducted on this issue in Gunayala 
territory in eastern Panama in 2014, DS sent an expert technical mission in April 2015 to conduct 
research towards a feasibility study on the planned relocation and on how to ensure that a rights-based 
approach to the relocation process will be followed and implemented in full. The experts also facilitated 
in-depth training sessions on how the Peninsula Principles can assist in improving the planned 
relocation process. The recommendations of the mission formed the basis of detailed consultations 
with government officials, community leaders and other key stakeholders who have indicated their 
willingness to work with DS on this issue. This work will form the foundation for the activities envisaged 
under DS’ Climate Displacement Land Initiative in Panama in 2016 - 2020. DS was honoured to have 
one of world’s leading experts on resettlement, Professor Anthony Oliver-Smith, conducting this work 
with DS staff.

PALMS BENDING  
WITH THE WIND OF 
CYCLONE RAQUEL

Image: Ben Knight 
Location: Pelau, Ontong Java



9 COLOMBIA

In March 2015, a fact-finding mission from Displacement Solutions visited Colombia, another country facing 
large-scale climate displacement. The mission examined the situation of the people of Gramalote, a town 
in northeastern Colombia, which was completely destroyed by extreme flooding and landslides during “La 
Niña” in December 2010, leaving thousands homeless. Following the disaster, the government of Colombia 
commenced a far-reaching process to relocate and rebuild the town of Gramalote, although to this day most 
are still living as displaced people in temporary accommodation nearby. The report examines the status 
of the relocation process almost five years later in order to draw lessons from the Gramalote experience 
on how climate displacement and relocation might best be approached in other parts of Colombia. It also 
explores the application of the Peninsula Principles to the situation in Colombia. The conclusions of the 
report were discussed with Colombian government officials and community leaders and will form part of the 
basis for the action planned in DS’ Climate Displacement Land Initiative in Colombia in 2016-2020.

ONTANG JAVA ATOLL, SOLOMON ISLANDS

DS carried out extensive preliminary research and then commissioned a photo-journalist who carried 
out a two-month-long field mission in June-July 2015 to the isolated atoll of Ontang Java, Solomon 
Islands to document the human face of climate displacement and determine how best to use the 
Peninsula Principles to benefit the population of the atoll. This mission was the first-ever to visit the 
atoll for an extended period with the purpose of examining the issue of climate displacement and what 
the residents wished to do about their increasingly precarious situation. The 2,000 residents of Ontang 
Java will need to relocate their entire society to larger and safer islands in other parts of the Solomon 
Islands in the near future. The mission and its resulting report, photographs and film received extensive 
media attention, all of which are available on the DS website.

AUSTRALIA’S TORRES STRAIT ISLANDS

DS commissioned a researcher to prepare an in-depth report on climate displacement in the Torres 
Strait Islands in Australia, which will form the basis of a DS mission to the Islands in 2016. Following the 
mission, DS will publish a comprehensive report to be shared with the Australian government and other 
key stakeholders, on how best to apply the Peninsula Principles in the Torres Strait Islands in 2016. 

Cover of the recent  
DS photo essay on 
Ontong Java

CLIMATE DISPLACEMENT IN ONTONG JAVA, SOLOMON ISLANDS.  PHOTOGRAPHS BY BENI KNIGHT.

ONTONG JAVA



10 DS PUBLICATIONS IN 2015
The following is a list of DS publications in 2015:

•	 Repairing Domestic Climate Displacement: The Peninsula Principles (Scott Leckie & Chris Huggins, 
eds.), Routledge, Taylor & Francis, 195p.

•	 Chapters 1 and 11 of Repairing Domestic Climate Displacement: The Peninsula Principles:  
The Climate Displacement Problem – Scott Leckie

•	 A Legal Commentary on the Pinheiro Principles on Housing and Property Restitution for Refugees 
and Displaced Persons (Khaled Hassine and Scott Leckie), Cambridge University Press, 576p.

•	 Pocket Guide on the Rights of Climate Displaced Persons

•	 Guidance Note on the Distribution of Public Land (Khas Land) in Bangladesh

•	 Judicial Approaches to the Protection of Climate Displaced Persons: A Guide for the Legal Profession

•	 Climate Displacement and Planned Relocation in Colombia: The Case of Gramalote

•	 Climate Displacement in Ontong Java, Solomon Islands: Visions from a Vanishing Atoll

•	 Climate Displacement and Human Rights, Where to From Here?

•	 Planning Law and the Peninsula Principles

•	 The Climate Displacement Land Initiative (2016-2020): Climate Justice for the Climate Displaced 

•	 ‘Focusing on climate-related internal displacement’ (Scott Leckie & Zeke Simperingham) in Forced 
Migration Review

•	 The Peninsula Principles (French version)

•	 “Easy to Read” version of the Peninsula Principles

More detailed information on some of these publications is set 
out below:

NEW BOOK ENTITLED REPAIRING DOMESTIC CLIMATE 
DISPLACEMENT: THE PENINSULA PRINCIPLES

In 2015, DS commissioned 10 expert chapters for a new edited 
volume on the Peninsula Principles, which, as noted above, is one 
of the first statements of international human rights principles on 
climate displacement. The book examines in detail the history of the 
Peninsula Principles, each of the provisions of the document, and 
provides a one-stop-shop for information about how the Peninsula 
Principles can be applied in a practical way to resolve cases of 
climate displacement. The book was edited by Scott Leckie and Chris 
Huggins. The Foreword was provided by a Supreme Court Justice in 
Australia, Kevin Bell. DS hosted a press briefing and book launch on 
the book in Geneva at the Geneva Press Centre in October 2015.



11 POCKET GUIDE ON THE RIGHTS OF CLIMATE DISPLACED 
PERSONS

In 2015, DS produced a popular Pocket Guide on the Rights of 
Climate Displaced Persons which outlines in very simple language 
what rights climate displaced persons have under international 
law, how these rights can be enforced and how non-lawyers can 
easily determine how to approach governments to obtain the 
assistance they require for their rights to be realised. The Pocket 
Guide was initially published in English and Bengali and printed 
in a large initial print run of 10,000 copies. The copies were then 
distributed by DS and partners to community groups in several 
of the countries most heavily affected by climate displacement. 

CLIMATE DISPLACEMENT IN COURT: HOW JUDGES AND 
LAWYERS CAN PLAY A POSITIVE ROLE IN REPAIRING 
CLIMATE DISPLACEMENT

DS recently completed research into the question of how judges and lawyers throughout the world 
have already begun to address the issue of climate displacement within courtrooms. DS experts and a 
leading Supreme Court Justice from Australia and another adjudicator from New Zealand are working 
to analyse all existing jurisprudence at the local, national, regional and international levels, that have 
addressed in any way the rights of those affected by climate displacement. A report and detailed 
recommendations on these questions will also be released in 2016. 

NEW BOOK ENTITLED: A LEGAL COMMENTARY ON THE 
PINHEIRO PRINCIPLES ON HOUSING AND PROPERTY 
RESTITUTION FOR REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS

Scott Leckie and Khaled Hassine of DS completed a major 
new legal commentary on the Pinheiro Principles which was 
published by Brill/Nijhoff in 2015. The book provides extensive 
legal analysis of each of the principles comprising the text, how 
the Principles have been used since their adoption by the UN in 
2005, and where they may again by applied in future property 
restitution programmes for displaced persons and refugees. 

THE RIGHTS OF  
CLIMATE DISPLACED 
PERSONS 
A QUICK GUIDE

Displacement Solutions  

April 2015



12 THE PENINSULA PRINCIPLES TRANSLATED INTO ARABIC, 
BANGLA, ENGLISH, FRENCH, ROMANIAN, SPANISH AND 
VIETNAMESE.

DS has now translated the Principles into Arabic, Bangla, French, 
Romanian, Spanish and Vietnamese. These and all future  
translations are available on the DS website, which was recently  
overhauled and re-launched in late October 2014. Through 
public access to the website and the extensive global network of 
DS, these translations have reached thousands of people.

Right: The Peninsula Principles in Arabic

INTERNATIONAL ADVOCACY 
IN 2015

INTERNATIONAL ADVOCACY TO PROMOTE THE PENINSULA PRINCIPLES

Since the approval of the Peninsula Principles in August 2013, DS has carried out extensive global 
advocacy designed to spread awareness of the Principles to achieve ever-greater levels of their direct 
application in concrete cases of climate displacement. In the field, DS engaged in advocacy with the 
governments of Bangladesh, Colombia, Fiji, Panama and Solomon Islands, to provide information and 
assistance on how the Principles can assist these governments in their efforts of planned relocation 
of coastal villages threatened by rising sea levels. Mass dissemination of copies of the Principles to as 
many government officials as possible was carried out in Geneva, where a vast number of countries 
have representation. Promotional meetings were also held with these governments, as well as UN and 
other inter-governmental agencies, reaching a broad range of policy makers and institutions in the 
process. In addition, for several months in 2015 DS worked with a media and public relations firm to 
give greater exposure to the Principles in the Asia and Pacific region. DS also engaged in numerous 
high-level discussions with the leadership of the UN Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights 
about the Principles, and discussed plans of action to promote the application of the Principles with 
UNU-EHA in Bonn, UN Habitat, and a series of other UN agencies. 

DIRECT SUPPORT TO THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

DS worked closely throughout 2015 with Imeru Tamrat, a member of the UN Human Rights Council’s 
Advisory Body who was entrusted with preparing a Reflection Paper on Climate Displacement and 
Human Rights, which relied heavily both on DS’ work, as well as the Peninsula Principles. A formal 
report along the same lines will be present to the Council by Tamrat in 2016.



13 UN SIDE EVENT ON THE PENINSULA PRINCIPLES – MARCH 2015

In March 2015, Displacement Solutions co-hosted a Side Event at the UN Human Rights Council on 
climate displacement, the Peninsula Principles and associated human rights issues. The event, which 
took place in the Palais des Nations at Geneva, was attended by some 60 participants, including 
representatives of States, UN agencies, NGOs, as well as three UN Human Rights Special Rapporteurs 
(the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons; the Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of persons with disabilities; staff to the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally 
displaced persons). DS Director Scott Leckie provided an opening statement. DS also launched an Easy 
to Read version of the Peninsula Principles at the event.

DS EXPERT ROUNDTABLE ON THE PRINCIPLES – JUNE 2015

In June 2015, DS convened an expert roundtable discussion on climate displacement in Geneva in the 
lead up to the Paris negotiations. The expert panel produced a report titled Climate Displacement and 
Human Rights, Where to From Here? The Expert Roundtable Discussion was convened as follow-up to 
the March UN Human Rights Council Side Event, and brought together experts from the UN and other 
international organizations, NGOs and academia. A key focus of discussion was the inclusion of climate 
displacement issues within the Negotiating Text of the Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
which was finalized in Paris in December 2015. 

THE WHERE WILL WE GO EXHIBITION

DS and World Press Photo Award-winning international photo 
journalist Kadir van Lohuizen staged the Where Will We Go 
exhibition, a multimedia display which shows visitors graphic 
evidence of the scale and ferocity of climate displacement 
throughout the world. With the support of the UN Environment 
Programme, the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
NOOR photo agency, the Exhibition was launched at the UN 
climate change talks in Lima, Peru in December 2014. Since 
then, in 2015 it was shown in the USA, the Netherlands, China, 
Chile, and France during the Paris December UN Climate Change 
Talks. It is set to appear in Geneva from January-May 2016. 

Right: Flyer announcing the launch of the Where Will We Go Exhibition, 
with support from DS, UNEP, the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and NOOR



14 INTERACTIVE WORLD CLIMATE DISPLACEMENT MAP

DS completed a major project to develop the world’s first Interactive World Climate Displacement 
Map in 2015 revealing where climate displacement is occurring, the scale of climate displacement, 
the main communities, villages and regions affected, the main representatives and NGOs engaged 
with the affected communities and bibliographic materials on each of the highlighted areas. The 
map was placed online in early 2015 and will significantly expand global awareness of where climate 
displacement is occurring already and what people can do to assist this growing population. DS will aim 
to publicise the map and continually update the data and design as appropriate. In essence, any user of 
the map can click on any country they may be interested in. Once clicked upon, each country will then 
‘open’ and a picture of climate displacement in the country will emerge, accompanied by basic data on 
climate displacement in the country and names and contacts of people and organisations which are 
active on the issue there. DS will aim to add several countries a year to the map and keep it alive and 
constantly updated. 

LAW SCHOOL COURSES ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND DISPLACEMENT

DS worked throughout 2015 to expand the hosting of the advanced law school course on Climate 
Change and Displacement, in order to train a new generation of leaders on the issue. In 2015, the 
course was taught at the ANU College of Law, University of Melbourne School of Law and for the 
first time at Mahidol University in Bangkok, Thailand. The course will be expanded in 2016 to a new 
course at the Monash University Law School in Melbourne, Australia. Additional law schools will be 
approached with the objective of ten law schools offering such courses by the end of 2016. Moreover, 
work has been carried out to expand the current curriculum of the course to include materials that 
could be used in a new climate displacement course focusing on domestic planning laws and measures 
in an era of climate displacement. 



15 DS WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT & MEDIA

Throughout 2015, DS regularly edited, updated and redesigned the DS website which was launched 
in October 2014 and is designed to serve as a major global source of information on climate 
displacement. DS received extensive media coverage in 2015 in major periodicals such as the ABC 
Australia, DeutscheWelle, Dhaka Tribune, Die Tageszeitung (Germany), Nature, OZY, Radio National 
Australia, and many others. A comprehensive overview of the various activities of the project can be 
found on the new and much improved Displacement Solutions website – www.displacementsolutions.org. 
The DS website received a monthly high of 156,000 hits, signifying a major increase in daily traffic. 

‘THE LAND SEEKERS’ DOCUMENTARY FILM

In 2015 DS commenced a partnership with YouthworxMedia to produce a new documentary film about 
the people and organisations in Bangladesh, Kiribati, Panama and the Solomon Islands who are actively 
seeking to find land resources for the world’s growing climate displaced populations. It is hoped that the 
film will be completed by December 2016.

COASTAL KIDS PROJECT

The Coastal Kids Project had another successful year in 2015, the fourth full year of the Project.  
Coastal Kids involves programmes in two schools, one in Australia and the other in Bangladesh, 
and provides regular lectures on climate change and its impacts on students living along the world’s 
coastlines. Each year, Skype conversations are arranged for students at both schools to enable them to 
have face-to-face contact with one another. 



16 SASAKAWA AWARD 2015 

After being nominated by the Executive Director of UN Habitat 
for the 2015 Sasakawa Award, in March 2015, DS was awarded 
the Certificate of Merit by the Sasakawa Jury, the sole recipient 
among 88 short-listed nominations, along side the three short-
listed winners.

GLOBAL CLIMATE DISPLACEMENT LAND SUMMIT

In 2015 DS initiated work towards the convening of a Roundtable 
on Land Access and Climate Displacement to be held in Geneva 
on 25-26 April 2016, which will bring together participants  
from more than 20 countries already grappling with finding new 
land resources for climate displaced communities. 

ONE HOUSE,  
ONE FAMILY AT A TIME 
PROJECT – BANGLADESH
The One House at a Time Project aims to raise funds for the procurement of land and a house for 
particularly vulnerable families in Bangladesh who have been displaced due to the effects of climate 
change. This Project enables individuals anywhere in the world to donate funds towards the purchase 
of ‘one house at a time’ for people displaced by climate change in Bangladesh. DS acquired the first 
donation under the Project in early 2016 from the Dutch foundation Fortuna, and will match those funds 
to enable the first two houses to be built in 2016 for two vulnerable climate displaced families in eastern  
Bangladesh, at the very reasonable cost of USD 8,400-per family. 



17 DONOR SUPPORT  
IN 2015
Work by DS towards these objectives was supported by a range of donors in 2015, including the  
Hoffmann Foundation, the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Liechtenstein Office of Foreign 
Affairs, Morninton Peninsula Vignerons Association (MPVA), the Pictet Foundation, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross Red Crescent, Rights Action and an anonymous donor. Grants to DS in 
2015 totalled CHF 681’943-.

SEA LEVEL RISING
Image: Kadir van Lohuizen 
Location: Guna Yala Islands, Panama 



18 PLANNED ACTIVITIES – 2016
Building on these outputs and results, a broad array of activities will be prioritized in 2016.  
These include, but are not limited to:

PHASE ONE OF THE CLIMATE DISPLACEMENT LAND INITIATIVE (CLDI)

DS will commence Phase One of the CDLI in early 2016 with the appointment of research and 
coordination teams in Bangladesh, Colombia, Fiji, Panama and Solomon Islands. Research will 
commence in each country focusing on geographical areas and communities under particular threat 
of displacement due to climate change. This will result in country reports which diagnose the precise 
scale of threatened climate displacement in terms of numbers of people affected and number of acres 
of land affected, as well as identify key leaders in each of the affected communities with whom we can 
engage in the quest for land-based solutions throughout the duration of the project.

DS ROUNDTABLE ON LAND ACCESS AND CLIMATE DISPLACEMENT – 25-26 APRIL 2016

DS and the Geneva-based Graduate Institute for Development Studies (HEI) will co-host a Roundtable 
on Land Access and Climate Displacement in Geneva, Switzerland from 25-26 April 2016 that will 
bring together participants from 20 countries that are already grappling with climate displacement 
and seeking land solutions to resolve these challenges. DS works to varying degrees with all of the 
participants, but this unique group has never had the opportunity to be together in one room to 
discuss their efforts, the challenges they face or the strategies they have used to find land for the 
communities with whom they work. This Roundtable – which will be held in conjunction with a four-
month Exhibition of the DS Where Will We Go? multi-media display – will provide a unique venue 
for promoting the application of the Peninsula Principles and for the continued strengthening of the 
global network of people and groups dedicated to pursuing rights-based land solutions to climate 
displacement. The purpose of the meeting is to consolidate DS efforts in conjunction with its 2016-
2020 Climate Displacement Land Initiative, and to develop specific country plans for the acquisition of 
land for climate displaced communities in each of the participating countries. 

TRANSLATION OF THE PENINSULA PRINCIPLES INTO ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES

DS will arrange the further translation of the Peninsula Principles into Chinese, Japanese, German  
and Pidgin.



19 INTERNATIONAL ADVOCACY

DS will continue lobbying efforts at the UN in Geneva to gain greater attention to the Principles. A focus on  
gaining governmental endorsements of the Principles will be a key aim in 2016, as will the objective 
of including additional references to, and possibly, the full text of the Principles within as many UN 
documents and publications as possible. In addition, efforts will be made to generate interest by 
national bar associations in the Principles. Discussions will also be held to determine the viability of a 
possible summer school course on the Principles. In addition, special attention will be placed on UN 
human rights special rapporteurs and how they each might support the application of the Principles 
within their respective mandates. 

WHERE WILL WE GO EXHIBITION

As noted above, the Where Will We Go (WWWG) Exhibition was launched in December 2014 at the 
UN Climate Change meetings in Lima, Peru. The WWWG has since appeared at several additional 
venues in Chile, China, France, the Netherlands, and the US. To date, hundreds of thousands of people 
have viewed the extraordinary exhibition developed from photographs taken by close DS associate and 
World Press Photo award winner Kadir van Lohuizen. From January - May 2016 the Exhibition will be 
hosted by the SIG Gallery in Geneva. 

JUDICIAL APPROACHES TO CLIMATE DISPLACEMENT

In recognition of the critical role played by judges in providing remedies for displaced people, DS will 
continue efforts to better understand how judges can best address the human rights issues affecting 
climate displaced persons. Particular focus will be given to how, where and when new test cases might 
be presented to courts of law to build an improved jurisprudence on the rights of climate displaced 
persons, including in particular, explicit reference to the Peninsula Principles. In addition, judicial 
training materials will be developed focusing on how judges can apply the Peninsula Principles in their 
judgments. DS will publish this unique report in mid-2016.

COUNTRY MISSIONS

Human rights texts – both those classified as hard law and soft law – can only ever be as effective 
as their contents if they are actually used in real life situations. The same applies with the Peninsula 
Principles. With a view to operationalising the Principles, DS is planning a series of field missions to 
particularly heavily affected countries to determine the extent to which the sentiments of the Principles 
are already in place, and to assist in making the Principles official policy where that is not yet the case. 
As a result, DS will coordinate and host field missions to Bangladesh, Fiji, Myanmar and Solomon 
Islands in early 2016, with additional missions to other focus countries planned for later in the year. 

UNIVERSITY & LAW SCHOOL COURSES

DS will continue to seek to expand the number of universities offering such courses from the current 
total of four universities to ten. Moreover, DS will prepare a new course design for a planning and 
climate change course designed for domestic policy-makers.



20 WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT & MEDIA

DS will continue to expand and refine the new DS website throughout 2016 to ensure ever improving 
ease of use and to raise the overall profile of climate displacement. DS will continue to liaise with media, 
issuing occasional press releases and providing interviews with international media sources.

THE LAND SEEKERS FILM 

DS will also support the production of a film about the people and organisations in Bangladesh,  
Kiribati, Panama and the Solomon Islands who are actively seeking to find land resources for the 
world’s growing climate displaced populations. 

ONE HOUSE AT A TIME PROJECT

The first two houses supported under the project will be completed by the end of 2016 in eastern 
Bangladesh. Efforts to raise more funds to complete houses for more climate displaced in eastern 
Bangladesh will also be conducted, with a view to commencing construction of additional houses in 
the course of the year.
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